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Facilitator’s Notes for Reflection Questions 
 

 
SCENE ONE: RETREAT INTRODUCTION 
 

 1-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-M. Angelica’s prayer 

1-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-youth detention home 
-C.S. Lewis, wife Joy dies 
 

1-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-God the Father is the 
creator of all; God loves 
his creation 
 

1-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-Hope in the Resurrection 
 

http://www.frsimonetti.com/


 
SCENE TWO: JOINED TO CHRIST IN LOVE 
 

 

2-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-Francis Cardinal George 
-“Deus Caritas Est”, 
Benedict XVI, 2007 
-story of coming home 
After being abroad 
-story of the eye glasses 

2-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-young Rembrandt, un- 
Settled people are always 
in motion 
 
-older, mature Rembrandt, 
at peace with God’s will 
for his life 
 

2-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-fall of the rebel angels 
-Adam and Eve, original 
sin 
-story of Judas and St. 
Peter 

2-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-danger of spiritual 
mediocrity 
-example of living in a 
“fast-forward” culture 
-fear of unknown 
-fear of living without 
vices 



 
SCENE THREE: THE ILLUSION OF LEAVING HOME 
 

3-1 
 
Luke 15: 11-32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-Prodigal son wishes his 
Father dead in Jewish 
custom 
 
-Prodigal son only thinks 
of himself 

3-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-sin appears attractive 
-the big empty space 
-scars, both physical and 
moral 
-the world’s voice is loud, 
example of TV 
advertisers increasing the 
volume 

3-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-Rembrandt demonstrates 
the spiritual life by 
showing people in 
relation to light 
-sin fractures us, 
internally, socially, and 
from right relationship 
with God 

3-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-Prodigal son wants to 
return, but only as a 
servant 



3-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-story of fashion model, 
afraid God wanted to ruin 
her fun 

3-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-Tolstoy’s, “Ivan Illych”, 
story of man who finally 
came to accept Christ 
after pain of death 
 
-example of Eric 
Clapton’s recovery story 



 
SCENE FOUR: RETURNING TO THE FATHER’S EMBRACE 
 

4-1 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-the Elder brother is 
jealous, envious, angry 
 
-Cain and Abel 

4-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-Elder brother is not 
grateful 
 
-God has designed our 
life, so we must be 
thankful, even for the 
crosses, they too are gift 

4-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-the Father runs out to the 
Prodigal son 
 
-example of Fr. Aniello 
Salicone 

4-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-resentment chains us to 
the person we feel 
negatively towards 
 



4-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-the Elder brother stayed 
home, but interiorly got 
lost 

4-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-the Father runs out to 
greet the Prodigal son 
 
 
-God has made every 
person unique 

4-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-the Prodigal son wanted 
to return as a hired-hand 

4-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-story of the little boy on 
the airplane who could 
not reach the overhead 
compartment, “but his 
Daddy could.” 



4-9 
 
CCC: 2599, 2761-2865 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video 
 
-hurried prayer vs. 
praying from your heart 
 
 
 
-“Our Father” meditation 
 

4-10 
 
Examination of 
Conscience 
 
 
 

Video 
 
Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 
 
Fear of the Lord, actually 
is a desire to please the 
Lord in all things 
 
-example of emergency 
room, and the tiny shards 
of glass in a wound; is 
like sin in the soul, 
festering 
 

 


